
Senate Bill #0609 

I am writing in support of the above bill. 

I am the mother of 3 African American Men, who I have raised to be upstanding citizens. We have lived 

in the City of Detroit for most of their lives. When this law was created, they were not old enough to 

drive, if fact they were still in elementary and middle school. When my middle son became old enough 

to drive, I had in the years prior to that tried my best to counsel him on all the laws and rules of the rode. 

As with most teens and young adults, they learn somethings the hard way. I raised my kids right, I raised 

them to respect law enforcement and well as their elders. I gave them good moral examples to stand on. 

I told them that if they live right, good things will follow them, and if they learn from their mistakes 

there in lies the lesson. 

I also told them that is today's society, there are certain mistakes this world is not so quick to forgive and 

being a black man, the likelihood that you will get an opportunity to rectify those mistakes is even 

smaller.  

All that being said, as children will do, some mistakes they make no matter how hard your try to steer 

them from it. My son struggled after High School to remain employed, either the buses were not 

reliable, or if they were he had to catch so many the trips were not worth the travel time, so he opted to 

buy a car and only pay the minimum in insurance just to get his tags. That is where the downward spiral 

started. Right now today, he has about $1,000 in fees hanging over his head that were racked up even 

though he was 3 days away from paying his reinstatement fee to the SOS to get his license back. He 

lives in a rural area of Big Rapids and he was driving home at 1am in the morning (from working a 

double shift), fell asleep at the wheel started speeding and was caught by the police. He was arrested and 

given a ticket and a $350 bond. The next night he was faced with not going to work and loose his job, or 

chance driving, he chose the latter. He hit a hidden speed trap, stopped, arrested, given a ticket and a 

$500 bond. 

This is on TOP of the $1000 in Driver's fees he already has. Undoubtedly, he will be assess additional 

fees on top of the ticket costs on top of the points on his license. He has been fighting to stay legitimate 

driving wise for 3 years, yet he cannot seem to get out from under these fees. The job he has now is a 

good job, and he WILL be able to afford insurance, yet he will NEVER get to that point with thousand's 

of fees hanging with additional assessments promised in the next year or so. 

My son is only 23 years old, and is fighting for his survival. When I talk to him I hear the depression in 

his voice, I hear the anxiety. As his mother, my heart is broken. The only way I can help him is to pay 

part of his rent, so at least he knows he has a roof over his head. Can he come back home if he needs 

to...YES, but as a man would you want to go back to YOUR Mom's house when you are trying so hard 

to stand on your own two feet...probably not. 

I am asking on behalf of my son, that this bill be passed. Allow him and countless other's like him the 

chance to perform community service. How much better can the community be serviced, if not by those 

lending a hand to those that need the most help.  



Thank You, 

 

Kellie McCline 

From a heartfelt parent 

 


